Today is March 20, 2016

What Can Women Do in the Church?
This is an appropriate topic for Palm Sunday. 
A number of women were involved in Jesus’ life, especially in the last months: Mary Magdalene, the woman who poured the expensive perfume on Him, Mary at Lazarus’ house (Jn. 12:3), and the women at the cross (Mt. 27:55). 
But when the question of allowing women a leadership role in the church arises today, significance differences exist between churches.
Why do we have this debate? 

The heart of the disagreement seems to be the __________! 
REMEMBER THREE PRINCIPLES:
1.  Consider _______ the Bible says.
2.  Understand the meaning of the _________ to the readers. 
3.  Try to discern what the _________ was saying to the people of his day.

APPLYING THESE PRINCIPLES:
1. Let’s do our best to consider all that the Bible has to say (Principle 1).
a.  The Old Testament describes women who were recognized leaders.
Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Judg. 4, 5), Huldah (II Kgs. 22:14ff; II Chr. 34:22ff)

b.  There are a number of influential women in the New Testament:

In the life of Jesus…Lk. 8:1-4; 10:38-42; Jn. 4:1-29; Mk. 14:1-9.  
At the crucifixion…Mt. 27:55-56; Mk. 15:40-41; Lk. 23:27-31, 55
Women were the first to witness to the ________________! 
2. Let’s apply Principle 2 (“understand the meaning of the words to the readers”) to some of Paul’s writings.

Paul mentioned four women who “worked hard” in spreading the gospel: 
Rom. 16:6, 12 

Women preachers?  ("prophesying” synonymous with preaching)
I Cor. 11:5; Acts 21:9

“Fellow workers”

 Euodia and Syntyche (Phil. 4:2-3)

Priscilla (Acts 18:2, 18; Rom. 1:3-5; I Cor. 16:19)

Phoebe (Rom. 16:1-2)

3. Principle 1 brings us to the negative teachings concerning women:
These include:

Genesis 3:16; I Tim. 3:1-13; I Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:2-23; I Pet. 3:1-7
There are a couple of texts that are specifically restrictive. As we look at them, let’s also apply Principle 3.
a.  I Tim. 2:9-15


What does the cultural context teach us about this text?
b.  I Cor. 14:31-35

What interpretation do you give to this text?
WHAT ELSE DOES THE BIBLE SAY THAT RELATES TO THIS QUESTION?

1.  Created __________ (Gen. 1:26-28)

2.  Christ, the _________ _______ of Scripture: 

a. Christ as ___________:

Jn. 1:12-13; Rom. 8:14-17; II Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26-28
b. Christ as ____________:

 Mk. 9:33-37; Mt. 20:20-28; Jn. 13:1-20
c. Christ as Love:

Rom. 13:8, 10; Gal. 5:14
3. The ________ ________ is in all believers. 

Acts 2:1-21; I Cor. 12:7, 11; 14:31
a. God ________ all for ministry in the church.

Eph. 4:12; I Cor. 12: 4-6, 11; I Pet. 4:10-11 
b. God calls everyone to __________ in the church.

Mt. 28:19-20; cf. II Cor. 5:18ff

All who are called, whether men or women, have the same instructions:
a.  All exercise the prophetic, priestly, and royal functions (Acts 2:17-18; 21:9; I Cor. 11:5; I Pet. 2:9-10; Rev. 1:6; 5:10). 
The few isolated texts that appear to restrict the full redemptive freedom of women (I Cor. 11:2-16; 14:33-36; I Tim. 2:9-15) must not be interpreted simplistically and in contradiction to the rest of Scripture, but their interpretation must take into account their relation to the broader teaching of Scripture and their total context.

b.  All should possess the same leadership qualities. 
II Tim. 2:24-25; 3:1ff give character qualities.

The biblical model of leadership is expressed in Jn. 13:1-20; Mk. 10:45: a servant leader who is willing to die to self and put others first. 

c.  All who lead in the church should put God’s purposes above their own. 
This requires humility and a spirit of reconciliation (see Phil. 4:3-4). 
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