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Today is January 10, 2016

What are we talking about?

​​​​​​     ,      ,      
I. THE LORD’S SUPPER IN CHRISTIAN HISTORY

The Supper was apparently practiced in       and       in the early years (Acts 2:42, 46; 20:7, 11; I Cor. 10:16, 17; 11:20-34.)

A variety of permutations arose:

The Roman Catholic teaching that the host becomes the actual flesh and blood of Jesus even though its appearance remains the same:       
Protestant Reformers taught that the host is not the actual presence of Christ but that He is fully present in it:       
The radical reformer idea that the bread and cup represent the broken body and the shed blood of Christ in a memorial observance:       
II.  SIX QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER

1.  Do the elements, as they are consecrated in the Mass, become the actual flesh and blood of Christ?

Simply put, there is      biblical support for this teaching or practice.

The use of      language was a common technique of Jesus. 
How do we distinguish between literal and metaphorical language in the Bible? 
The words should be taken literally unless                   with other Scriptures, and            make this an impossibility. 
Principle: Follow the       teachings of Scripture.

2.  Is the Lord’s Supper necessary for salvation?

To be saved involves       and acceptance of      .
Principle: Don’t build a       theology on a       base. 

3.  How often should the church observe communion?

Paul alone indicates that Jesus implied       action in His phrase, “as often as (or “whenever”) you do this…” (I Cor. 11:25-26).

There is no suggestion regarding its      . The important teaching is that whenever it is done, it is to be done “in remembrance” (Lk. 22:19)

Principle: Don’t build a       theology on a       (or non-existent) biblical base.

4.  Should small children and non-believers take communion? 

The observance is for      
For non-believers it is merely an unsatisfactory      . A flippant or perfunctory practice might furthermore lead to or exacerbate deeper spiritual problems (I Cor. 11:29).
Principle: When seeking the meaning of a text, discover first what it meant to the original       and      .
5.  Is there a particular order; i.e., one must be baptized before one can take the Lord’s Supper?

There is no clear biblical instruction regarding      .
Principle: Don’t       to the Scripture what is not there. 

6.  Does one have to be a member of a particular church to participate in the Lord’s Supper? 

There is no biblical support that it is owned by one particular      .
It is for believers who meet to       and       and       the teachings (Acts 2:42, 46). 
Principle: Don’t       to the Scripture what is not there. 

III. SOME CONCLUSIONS: WHY THE LORD’S SUPPER IS IMPORTANT AND WHY WE OBSERVE IT

The main texts: Mt. 26:26-30; Mk. 14:22-26; Lk. 22:13-20; I Cor. 11:20-34

The Lord’s Supper…

 1.  …underscores the necessity of       the sacrifice of Christ as the source of eternal life. 
2.  …is a means of      .
3.  …looks to the      .
4.  …is a       act of the body of Christ. 
5.  …is a time set aside for      .
6.  …is a means of       what we believe.
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