An Invitation to a Conversation:

Should baptism by immersion be a requirement for church
membership?

This is a chairos moment; i.e., a pivotal, decisive moment in the life of our church.

o This is an excellent opportunity to explore an issue that has caused
division in the church for centuries.

o This is a chance for us, in a safe and friendly environment, to practice
being church—doing good biblical study, honestly addressing questions
and concerns, praying together, and making God-honoring decisions.

o Through it we will grow, becoming ever more an expression of the eternal
Kingdom of God in this place and time.

o Our succ? in this adventure will set the tone for other discussions and

sion making that will come down the road.
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THE PATH FORWARD

1. We will schedule a number of sessions designed to examine the Scripture and
address pertinent questions so that the congregation is prepared for informed
decision-making.

The tentative schedule:

March 15 Present the issue to the congregation

March 22 Study guides and related material will be made available for
personal study. (Easter events, spring break, and mission trip will
preclude study sessions for the next three weeks).

April 19 9:00 am Address the topic in sermon




10:45 am discussion session
April 20, 22, 27,29  6:30 pm LIFE group options

April 26 10:45 am discussion session
May 3 4:00 pm discussion session
May 6 6:30 discussion session

Other sessions in May and June may be scheduled based on interest.
June 14 Proposed date to act on the recommendation

Some of the questions we will address include:

o What does the Bible teach about baptism?
What is the history of the practice of baptism?
What is the theology of baptism?
What aréhe differences between infant and believer’s baptism?
muging the change (or not making the change) violate Scripture,
the faith, and/or hurt the church?
s making the change (or not making the change) further the
dom of God through us in this place?
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which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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"God has called
o Pray that He might use the experience to equip us to deal with other issues
that will arise in the future.

3. We will trust the congregation to make a decision that is right and good for the
church and for the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This is a direct reflection of our trust in the Lordship of Jesus Christ as He leads
through His Spirit and through the light of Scripture.

4. We will come out on the other side still walking together and committed to the
church to which we believe God has called us. We will celebrate the good things He
has done in and through us!
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