A Christian Response to Gay Marriage: 

Living Between the Ideal and the Real

We are caught between graceless law and lawless grace.

We have basically three options:
· We can simply say, “                ”…and build a wall.

This is graceless law.

· We can simply say, “                     ”…and be “open and affirming.”

This is lawless grace.

· We can acknowledge that we live somewhere in                      and try to figure out a reasonable response—not a compromise of either but a nuanced response
We are seeking the middle ground of law and grace.

Living in Between the Ideal and the Real

The potential for                              the church is substantial.

This is an                                        .

A.  WE UPHOLD THE  _______________.
1.  An Ideal: marriage is  _____________________.
Gen. 1:26-27; 2:24

Dt. 20:7; Pr. 18:22; 31 
Mt. 19:3-6; Mk. 10:2-9

I Cor. 7:1-16; Eph. 5:22-33

I Tim. 5:1-16; Heb.13:4
2.  An Ideal: the _____________________ are clear.    

Lev. 18:22; 20:13

Rom. 1:26-27

I Cor. 6:9-10

I Tim. 1:9-10
3.  An Ideal: a unique people in whom ________ can be seen.

Mt. 5:1-12

Mt. 10:28-33

Mt. 22:32-36

John 17:1, 4, 5, 10, 22, 24, 26

I Cor. 10:31

Phil 1:21
B.  WE LIVE IN THE _____________ WORLD 

1.  We must address our                         feelings and reactions.

Mt. 7:1-5
Jn. 8:7
Eph. 5:4
2. We will not act in unloving, demeaning, small-minded ways that give                     a reason to criticize. 

I Pet. 2:10-12, 15; 3:16

Phil. 2:14-15

Titus 2:8
3.  Make the church a                                     place, like we do for all sinners.
4.  Uphold the ideal while having                                  for the struggle.
5.  __________________ the culture from the inside, one at a time.

As a body of redeemed sinners, our challenge is….
To fearlessly proclaim the truth Jesus proclaimed and embodied:

The kingdom is here and it matters for eternity.

We are to die to self, take up cross, and follow Him to the end.

To make the church a place of 

truth that speaks with compassion, 

love that speaks both hope and warning, and

grace for the journey.

D.  One other thought: a strategic change of thinking

Rethink how we do weddings.
How about consider separating Christian marriages and civil unions? 
The secular government has the authority to define marriage legally; i.e., churches don’t issue marriage licenses—the state does. 

Marriage is a civil contract. I sign a license issued by the state. I am granted privilege and responsibility of officiating—as such I am an agent of the state.

Any couple, gay or straight, can go to the courthouse and get legally married and licensed. This legal contract spells out the rights, privileges, and benefits under the law. 
The church wedding is different. It is for those who wish to sanctify and bless their marriage before God and in light of His plan and purposes.

The church cannot really legitimize homosexual weddings because they are not consistent with biblical teachings…and we will retain the right to make that determination for ourselves.
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