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Today is January 24, 2016

This message is about political campaigns!

Why? 

Because how we choose to engage this process reveals great deal about      as Christians and how the      informs our attitudes and behaviors along the way. 

How does the Bible shape and inform how we think and act in this process? Over the past several weeks, we have identified and put to use several interpretive principles.  Let’s keep these in mind as we talk together.
1. Know the type or     of literature.

2. Relate a passage to its      situation: discover when it was written and to whom.

3. Look at the passage in      (the narrative of the chapter, book and Testament in which the text resides).

4. Use the      Bible when drawing conclusions; Scripture will interpret Scripture.

5. Don’t build a      theology on a      small base.
6. Look for the      sense; don’t make it more complicated if you don’t have to.

7. Be aware of your presuppositions; i.e., what you bring to the text. Don’t      to the Scripture what is not there. 

WHAT THE BIBLE DOESN’T SAY….
· It doesn’t say much about      (and nothing about political campaigns.)

· It doesn’t say that a leader has to be a      
· It doesn’t stipulate a certain kind of      
· It doesn’t say that Christ-followers should      the government. (Titus 3:1; I Pet. 2:13-14, 17; I Tim. 2:1)
WHAT THE BIBLE DOES SAY….
There is a place for     government and we have obligations to it. (Mt. 22:21; Rom. 13:1-7).  

Our ultimate      belongs to God. (Mt. 22:37-38; cf. Deut. 6:5). 

The believer’s “citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20)

     matters: anger management, moral rectitude, faithfulness, integrity, and dignity. (Matt. 5:21ff) 

Christ’s followers are known for      for all people, even their opponents. (Mt. 5:43ff; 22:36-39; cf. Rom. 13:8-10) 
The Bible strongly affirms the value of      
 (Rom. 12:18; 14:19; cf. Mt. 5:9; Heb. 12:14; James 3:17-18).

SO HOW DO WE THINK ABOUT AND ENGAGE THIS PROCESS?

1.  Be interested in what interests      
2.  Never play politics with the      
3.  Practice true Christian      
Seek and practice      (Rom. 12:18; 14:19)
Act wisely and ​​​​​​​​​​​     (Mt. 10:16; Rom. 16:19)

Reject demeaning, misleading      (Eph. 4:29, 31; 
Col. 4:5-6) 
4.       is our best weapon! (Eph. Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:5-6)
5.  Make the     a safe haven.
6.  Take the      view.
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